Application No. 09/986,894 

Response to Office Action of August 1 1 , 2004 

REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 1-5, 9-10, and 22-37 and 39-46 are presently active in this case, Claims 22-37 
have been previously withdrawn from consideration, Claims 1, 2, 4, 39, 40, 42, and 44 
amended and Claims 11-21 and 38 canceled by way of the present amendment. 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claim 38 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite; Claims 1, 9, 1 1 and 13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,235,634 to White et al. in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,403,924 to Havashi ; Claims 2, 3 and 39-43 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being upatentable over White et al. and Havashi in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,286, 
296 to Sato et al. and U.S. Patent No. 6,083,566 to Whitesell and U.S. Patent No. 6,331,212 
to Mezev, Sr. ; Claims 4 and 5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over White et al. and Havashi in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,389,970 to Edgerton ; Claim 6 was 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over White et al. and Havashi in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,079,928 to Theriault et al. ; Claims 10 and 14 were rejected under 3 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over White et al. and Havashi in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,735,961 to Shimada ; and Claims 38 and 44-46 were indicated as allowable if rewritten 
to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

First, Applicants wish to thank Examiner Moore for the indication of allowable 
subject matter in Claims 38 and 44-46. In order to expedite issuance of a patent in this case, 
Applicants have amended Claim 1 to include the allowable subject matter of Claim 38. In 
this regard, Applicants have also amended Claim 1 to correct the antecedent basis problem 
noted with respect to Claim 38 in paragraph two of the outstanding Official Action. 
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Therefore, Claim 1 and all claims depending therefrom are now in condition for allowance. 
In addition, Applicants have amended allowable Claim 44 to include the limitations of 
original base Claim 1 . Therefore, Claims 44-46 are also in condition for allowance. 

Finally, Applicants note that the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed 
October 14, 2003 has not yet been considered and acknowledged on the record. Attached 
hereto is a copy of the EDS including the PTO Form 1449, as well as the date-stamped filing 
receipt indicating the filing thereof. Applicants respectfully request that this IDS be 
acknowledged on record and an initialed copy of the PTO Form 1449 be returned to 
Applicants in the next communication from the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Consequently, in view of the present amendment, no further issues are believed to be 
outstanding in the present application and the present application is believed to be in 
condition for formal allowance. An early and favorable action is therefore respectfully 
requested. 
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Docket No. 
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NOV 2 I 2004 
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:%NITED SPATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Akira YONEMIZU, et al. 



IN RE APPLICATION OF: 



SERIAL NO: 09/986,894 
FILED: November 13, 2001 



GAU: 



EXAMINER: MOORE, K. 



1763 



FOR: 



SUBSTRATE PROCESSING APPARATUS AND SUBSTRATE PROCESSING METHOD 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 
REFERENCES 

■ The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references listed in the Japanese Office Action dated 9/16/2003, and 
shown on the attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed references are attached, where required, as are either 
statements of relevancy or any readily available English translations of pertinent portions of any non-English 
language references. 

B A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR § 1 . 17(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be related to the present 
application. A copy of the patent(s), together with a copy of the claims and drawings of the pending application(s) 
is attached along with PTO 1449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR § 1 . 17(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

H Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 



□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

■ Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 

payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 
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